Helena College

International Baccalaureate School
April marks an important month at Helena College as our Year
10s conclude their IB MYP Personal Project with an exhibition at
the College, which is open to the public from Tuesday, 4 April until
Thursday 6 April at 7.30pm.
The Year 10 students have spent many months working on an
independent body of work that reflects the knowledge and skills
gained through the IB Middle Years Programme.
The exhibition is always impressive in scope and scale, but visitors are
urged to take the time to look at the journals and reports on display in
the student booths. These give an indication of the challenges faced
and overcome as students stretch themselves to complete the project.
It is this journey that helps equip our students with the attributes valued
by employers, tertiary institutions and by the students themselves in
the post-school world.
The International Baccalaureate (IB)
Helena College offers an IB education
for students from Pre-primary to Year
10, delivering the Australian Curriculum
through the inquiry based Primary Years
and Middle Years Programmes (PYP
and MYP).
At the heart of both programmes is the
Learner Profile, a set of personal attributes that embody the IB Mission
Statement, and provide a set of learning outcomes for 21st century
learners.

They are essential skills for today’s rapidly changing world and enable
students of all ages to approach life with a global outlook and strong
personal values.
The PYP supports every child’s endeavours to take responsibility
for their own learning and develops each student’s ability to
question, explore, hypothesise, make predictions and draw their own
conclusions.
MYP at the Glen Forrest Campus (6-12)
The MYP is designed for students
from Year 6 to Year 10. Through the
five year programme, each student
develops their capacity to be active
members of our global society by
using critical thinking and research
skills, creativity and reflection and by
participating in community service.
As an IB World School since 2012,
we have seen that the MYP leads
to personal growth and intellectual
development that continues even after
our students graduate. Our graduates
are prepared well to be lifelong
learners in a world where learning is
the greatest currency.

The IB aspires to help schools develop well-rounded students, who
respond to challenges with optimism and an open mind, are confident
in their own identities, make ethical decisions, join with others in
celebrating our common humanity and are prepared to apply what
they learn in real world, complex and unpredictable situations.
PYP at the Darlington Campus (K-5)
For students from Preprimary to Year 5, the PYP
delivers the mandated
curriculum through inquiry,
developing communication,
thinking, research, selfmanagement and social
skills. These skills are
embedded in learning
experiences that develop
each
child
holistically,
allowing them to travel their
own learning journey.

Visit our school
We are told that our Campus tours are the best way to get to know
us better. There is a special tour of the Glen Forrest Campus (6-12)
on Tuesday, 4 April from 9.30am which concludes with a tour of the
personal project exhibition. To book for this or other tours, please call
our registrar on 9298 9100 or visit our website and click on the Tour &
Event Bookings button.
Sherene Strahan, Community Relations

Darlington (K-5)

Ryecroft Road, Darlington WA 6070
(08) 9299 6626
helenajs@helena.wa.edu.au

Glen Forrest (6-12)

Bilgoman Road Glen Forrest WA 6071
(08) 9298 9100
helena@helena.wa.edu.au

Helena College

International Baccalaureate School
On the last day of Term Two, Helena College celebrated the
official opening of the new Year 6 learning area at the Glen Forrest
Campus. The young people were impressive as they hosted the
assembly, gave musical performances and then proudly showed
their families around their classrooms.

Principal Ian Lyons spoke proudly about the way that Helena
College has always taken a progressive approach to education through the introduction of Year 7s to the senior campus 20 years
ago, and our early adoption of a one-to-one laptop programme.
‘All of the 96 Year 6 students have already made their mark in the
College. They will look back in years to come and see that they
were the start of something bigger than they realised.’
Places available for 2017
We still have places for new students in 2017, for Year 6 and for
most other years.

This year is the first time we have included Year 6s in the senior
campus, allowing us to offer the IB Middle Years programme
from Year 6 to Year 10 in one place. It has been an outstanding
success on all levels and the Year 6 students have radiated
energy and enthusiasm since the first day of Term One.
The purpose built facilities are a fitting environment for the 21st
century teaching and learning programmes that have been
designed around the academic, social and emotional needs of
Year 6 students.
An Afternoon to Remember
The official opening assembly was
attended by students, parents, College
staff and representatives of the wider
community, including officials from the
Shire of Mundaring. We were pleased to
welcome Mrs Nicola Angell and Whadjuk
Noongar students from the Follow the
Dream Program at Swan View Senior
High School. Year 8 student Nakita Humes
presented the traditional Acknowledgement
of Country at the start of the assembly.
We also welcomed back one of our graduates, Dr Briony
McKenzie who graduated in 2001 and went on to do an arts
degree in history, followed by honours and a PhD.

Call us on 9298 9100 with any questions, or to book on our
scheduled tour, or to arrange a personal tour at a time that suits
you better. We look forward to showing how Helena College can
bring out the best in your child.
Finally, remember to SAVE THE DATE for our World Challenge
Market Day. It’s sure to be a fun event with lots of great stalls
from our World Challenge students and the wider community.
Sherene Strahan, Community Relations
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Bri was among the first group of Year 7s who started at the senior
campus in 1996 and she was pleased to find that, whilst it has
grown bigger, the College has kept its strong culture of nurturing
and supporting individual growth.
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October is one of the busiest months of the year at Helena
College as we acknowledge the achievements of our Year 12s
and wish them luck for their future beyond school.
Our Graduation Ceremony on Friday, 28 October was
appropriately formal, but before that we had the fun and
excitement of Fancy Dress Day and the very special Helena
Walk.

Little runners, big hearts
The sun was shining at our Darlington Campus as our Kindy to
Year 5 students participated in their Lapathon, an annual P&F
event to raise money for sports equipment for all classes. Some
of the children did fifty laps around the school – an amazing feat
by some of our littlest feet!

The Walk is a much loved Helena tradition symbolising the
partnerships that are integral to our educational philosophy,
from Kindergarten to Year 12.
On their last full day of school, Year 12 students in fancy
dress complete a lap of the College grounds, hand in hand
with students from Pre-primary and Year 1. For the departing
older students, the walk represents the end of thirteen years of
schooling, while the youngest imagine themselves in the same
role many years ahead.
This year, on Helena Walk day
there was the added excitement
of a helicopter dropping dozens
of golf balls onto the oval at
our Glen Forrest Campus! The
golf balls were numbered to
match raffle tickets sold by our
combined P&Fs to raise money
for STEM projects at both
campuses. Cash prizes for first,
second and third went to those
raffle ticket holders whose
numbered golf ball landed
closest to the target.
Opti-MINDS Finalists
Congratulations to our Year 6 and Year 7 Opti-MINDS teams
who won honours in their Science Engineering Division at the
National Finals in Brisbane in mid-October. Their creativity,
ingenuity and teamwork marked them out as among the best in
Australia for creative problem solving. Well done to all.

Competition winners
Indonesian Language students from Year 6 and Year 10
enjoyed their recent visit to the Indonesian Consulate, as part
of their prize for winning the video competition Kompetisi Klipklip. Helena students won several categories in the state-wide
competition, as well as picking up the overall award for best
video, won by the Year 6 students for their Hoki Poki clip.
Students were treated to special workshops, classes and lunch
at the Consulate.
See Helena College yourself
Helena College is where students, teachers and parents actively
engage as partners in the educational process. The College
has high expectations of learning and achievement, offering
creative, engaging and challenging educational experiences in
a nurturing environment.
Our students are inspired to be the best they can be. By the
time they leave Helena College they have the confidence,
ability and passion to achieve their goals, as well as the skills
and commitment to leave a positive footprint on the world.
The best way to learn more about the College is to see it for
yourself. This year we have two more scheduled tour dates for
each campus (see below) or you can book in for a personal tour.
Call us on 9298 9100 or email registrar@helena.wa.edu.au
Sherene Strahan, Community Relations

Tour Dates

Darlington Campus (K-5)
Ryecroft Road, Darlington 9299 6626

Thursday - 10 November or 24 November
Glen Forrest Campus (6-12)
Bilgoman Road, Glen Forrest 9298 9100

Tuesday - 1 November or 29 November
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Even before the school year ends, dozens of children and families are
already excited about their new school year at Helena College.
There will be new students in almost every year level, from
Kindergarten to Year 12 and in the final weeks of term, they are taking
part in Orientation Days at the Darlington Campus (K-5) and the Glen
Forrest Campus (6-12).

End of year showcases
This semester, students from our junior campus have enjoyed
showcasing the talents and skills they have developed throughout
their options classes this year.

The littlest new students enjoyed their visit to the Kindy class, going
on a scavenger hunt and making a treasure chest to take home.
Our biggest orientation was at the Glen Forrest Campus, where the
incoming Year 6s spent the day getting to know the campus, new
teachers and making new friends. These students begin their IB
Middle Years Programme in Year 6 2017 and the outgoing 6s were full
of enthusiasm for that journey as they ended 2016.
Learner Profile
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Darlington Arts Festival
Helena College was well represented at the Darlington Arts Festival
this year, with students from both campuses involved in musical
performances, and costume displays and art from our senior students.
From the Class of 2016, Kaelan Woolfrey won first prize for his painting
while Chloe Lawrance got Highly Commended in the same category.
Congratulations to our Year 10 Community Service students for their
original costumes which won six prizes in the Worn Out Worn Art
parade.

Parents and friends have been invited to see performances in music,
drama and dance, along with exhibitions of pottery and visual arts.
Pre-primary students were especially excited about their first time
performing in front of an audience; in Pre-primary, our students have
the opportunity to undertake classical ballet and guitar options classes,
and can gain access to the wider range of classes from Year 1.

World Challenge Expeditions
Thirty four students, and accompanying teachers, have headed
overseas this month for their long awaited World Challenge expeditions.
One group is in Tanzania and the other has gone to Vietnam and
Cambodia as part of the student led school expeditions offered
through World Challenge.
The trips are designed to develop valuable life skills in the students,
before and during the expedition. The Upper School students will
undertake a trek through the country, before being involved in a
community project and then getting some time to relax and enjoy their
destination.
In the lead up to the expedition, students were busy raising money for
their community project, including through a recent car wash at Better
Pets and Gardens in Midland.
Sherene Strahan, Community Relations

Places available 2017
Darlington Campus (K-5)

Glen Forrest Campus (6-12)

Call us to find out more or to arrange a personal tour ~ 9298 9100

